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Racine Art Guild brings holiday delight

On Thursday, December 15, a preview of the
holiday festivities arrived at John XXIII Center

when six members of the Racine Art Guild visited
the center to assist in an art project. Students

used tissue paper and glue guns to make winter-
themed decorations that are sure to provide

warmth and holiday cheer to families for several
Christmases to come! This was the center's last

day of regular sessions for the year of 2022, and it
provided a wonderful prelude to the center's

Christmas party, to be held the following Monday. 

An 11th grader this year, Sebastian (left,
top) brings a warm and enthusiastic
presence to the center each time he

visits. He is always friendly and full of
good cheer, and he has always been
willing to step up and offer a helping

hand whenever it is needed. Sebastian
also works diligently as he completes

his homework assignments, and he
serves as a caring brother to his
younger siblings. We are always

delighted to have Sebastian's presence
among us at the center. 

 Congratulations, Sebastian!  

Orlando (right, bottom) is a 6th grader,
and he is a new student at the center

this year. He comes to the center every
day. Orlando always shows enthusiasm

for classroom activities, such as
reading, art projects, and games. His

favorite subject at school is gym class.
His favorite part of coming to the

center is getting help with his math
homework assignments.

Congratulations, Orlando!

I hope that, like me, you were able to experience warmth, peace, joy, and possibly a bit of rest, with the
people you love during the recent Christmas and New Year's holidays. But, sure enough, here we find
ourselves in a new year, wondering how the year we just finished could have gone by so quickly, and

looking with awe and possibly apprehension at what new adventures and opportunities this new year
might hold for us. In what new places and directions will our lives have taken us by this point when

December of 2023 finally rolls around? What is most important is that we open ourselves to the life that
is unfolding right before us, and try to savor the blessings that each new day offers us. Keep your eyes,

ears, mind, and heart open this year to all that life has to offer. You will never be disappointed. Br.
Johnathon Emanuelson, J23 staff member 



 

 

January 2023

A ministry of St. Patrick's Parish

Register online, or find out more, at:
john23educenter.org

Center hours are: Mondays through Thursdays, 4 p.m.- 5:30 p.m., and
6:30 p.m.- 8 p.m.

Questions? Contact the center at (262) 898-7250

Christmas party brings holiday joy
A festive mood was in the air on the evening of December 19, when the center held its annual

Christmas fiesta in Cristo Rey Hall. Garlands, Christmas lights, and various holiday-themed decorations
greeted the many guests upon their arrival, leaving no doubt for all those who attended that

Christmas was just around the corner! The celebration, attended by almost 100 people, provided a fun
and exciting prelude to the Christmas season for the many staff members, students, family members,

and friends of the center who gathered together one final time in 2022 to recognize how much the
center contributes to the community of Racine. The fiesta featured a Mexican-themed dinner,

including beef and chicken tacos, the singing of Christmas songs in both English and Spanish, and the
distribution of coats provided by the Knights of Columbus and gift boxes donated by Ron Schumacher.

Guests could also engage in cookie decorating, craft projects, such as the making of Christmas
ornaments and "Ojos de Dios" ("Eyes of God"), and, to top things off, a visit from Santa!   


