Tutors and mentors help students achieve
success

To accomplish its mission of offering academic help to students in the Racine area, John XXIII Educational Center
receives generous help from its dedicated tutors and mentors, including Matt Peterson and Brenda Napoles.
Brenda (above, left) began volunteering at the center as a tutor on Monday evenings this year. A parishioner of St.
Patrick's Parish and a student at Gateway Technical College, Brenda enjoys working with elementary school
children. "I enjoy helping others, and I have thought about becoming a teacher", Brenda says. In her spare time,
Brenda enjoys drawing, taking photos, and playing games, including both board games and video games. When it
comes to tutoring, her specialties are math, science, and sometimes art. In addition, Brenda works for a
nonprofit charitable organization and teaches a catechism class at St. Patrick's. During the daytime hours, Matt
(above, right) works as a Technical Representative for In Place Machining, in Milwaukee, but since the center's
founding in 2009, he has devoted time to mentoring. "I thought to myself, 'I can share what I have learned'", Matt
says. "I mentor because I am a big believer in 'it takes a village'". Matt takes great joy in seeing students
graduate from high school, and he recalls one random encounter with a former student at a gas station. "He was
working at Amazon, that he had just been promoted, and he told me that I was part of the reason he had
graduated. I went home glowing that night", Matt said.

Student of the Month- March 2022
Middle School

Kimberly and Natalie are both sixth graders who have
been attending the center two or three times each week.
Both students show great motivation in working toward
their academic goals, and they always work very hard on
their homework assignments. Kimberly and Natalie both
have friendly and positive attitudes, and they get along
well with the other students at the center. Their favorite
activities are drawing and making bracelets.
Congratulations, Kimberly and Natalie!

High School-

For the past few years, Derek has been a regular visitor
to the center. Now a junior in high school, he has
continued to grow as a student, combining a friendly
and positive attitude with a deepening commitment to
completing his online IXL lessons in math and English. In
addition, Derek meets regularly with his mentor to
discuss other ways in which he can grow as a student
and a person. We have enjoyed walking with Derek on
his journey through junior high and high school.
Congratulations, Derek!

"April showers bring May flowers". We've heard this expression used over and over each year. But have we ever
stopped to reflect on what it really means? The month of April typically brings the joy of Easter, and the presence
of new life all around us. But, before those flowers arrive, we might have to endure periods of doubt, despair, or
just plain dryness. This spring, you might choose to focus on an area of your life that needs improvement- and we
all have these. A phone call or visit to a friend, a commitment to better eating or more exercise, or just pausing to
reflecting daily on the needs of the world or the people around you. However we look at it, spring is a time for
growth, change, or conversion. Take time each day to notice, and to stop and appreciate, the signs of new life that
are all around us.
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Countdown to College helps students prepare for
success beyond high school
As part of its mission of "empowering youth to become leaders of
tomorrow", John XXIII XXIII Educational Center continues to partner with
the Countdown to College (C2C) program. C2C, a "unique college academic
preparatory program", is a four-year program that meets for two weeks
each year during the month of July at St. Mary's University, in Winona,
Minnesota. Schools that partner with C2C nominate students each year,
and the program is offered at no cost to the students or their families.
Participants in C2C have the opportunity to apply for the St. Mary's
University First-Generation Scholarship, which provides a full-ride, fouryear scholarship to attend college at St. Mary's. Those who attended
college years ago can easily forget how strange the experience seemed at
first, and C2C is intended to ease this transition for students for whom
college is still years into the future. Gustavo Vargas (right), an 11th grader
who is active with John XXIII Center, compared his time with C2C to a
"summer camp experience". Gustavo noted that the program changes
each year- coding was studied during his first year, while last year's
program was science-related. Reflecting on his experience with C2C,
Gustavo said, "It has made me less shy, and more confident in myself. The
most unique thing about the program is that you get to meet people from
different states".
Center hours are: Mondays through Thursdays, 4 p.m.- 5:30 p.m., and
6:30 p.m.- 8 p.m.
Register online, or find our more, at:

john23educenter.org

Questions? Contact the center at (262) 898-7250

