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Middle school- Ezequiel Mata Peralta

In tenth grade this year, Daniel (top, left) is
in his fourth year of coming to the center.
Danny always has a positive attitude and

an uplifting sense of humor, and he is
warm, courteous, and polite to staff

members and fellow students. An athletic
young man, Danny decided to pursue

soccer when he needed to take up a new
sport. He has also kept his grades up as he

moves through the challenges of
sophomore year. We are proud and

honored to have Danny visiting us at John
XXIII Center. Congratulations, Daniel! 

It's the month of March, and, at this time of the year, we often look forward to the coming of
spring. Often, around this time, we have grown tired of the winter weather, and we long for

something that is new or fresh. It is natural for us to feel this way, and we do ourselves no good
to deny that these feelings exist. When things seem dull or mundane, reflect on and spend

some time with the things you enjoy, and that give you life and energy. Our happiness in life
will be found in the ordinary moments of daily living- in family, church, community, and the

people and things that we enjoy. New worlds are waiting for us to discover, if we simply open
ourselves up to receiving them. Br. Johnathon Emanuelson, J23 staff. 

Ezequiel (bottom, right) is a 4th
grader this year, and he has been a

regular presence in the center's
middle school room. His favorite
class at school is gym. Ezequiel is
very friendly among the students

and staff members. He comes to the
center because he wants to get

academic help so he can be
successful at school.

Congratulations, Ezequiel!

Center students make Valentine cards for local
residents

Around February 14 each year, many people look forward to receiving flowers, candy
hearts, chocolate, cards, or other small gifts from friends, classmates, co-workers, and

loved ones. But what about the ones who often go unnoticed each Valentine's Day? In a new
effort this year, John XXIII Educational Center students made Valentine's Day cards for

residents of a local nursing home. The cards, which featured different colors, shapes, and
messages of warmth and good cheer, were enthusiastically made by students in the

center's middle school room. This project was led by Alejandra Gutierrez, who joined the
center's staff in January, and it is a part of the center's ongoing efforts to be present to the

community of Racine in fun, new, and creative ways.  
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A ministry of St. Patrick's Parish

Register online, or find out more, at:
john23educenter.org

Center hours are: Mondays through Thursdays, 4 p.m.- 5:30 p.m., and
6:30 p.m.- 8 p.m.

Questions? Contact the center at (262) 898-7250

Center student awarded full-ride scholarship
Veteran John XXIII Center student Gustavo Vargas is finding out that hard work does indeed pay off. A
senior at St. Catherine's High School this year, Gustavo was recently awarded a full-ride scholarship to

attend St. Mary's University, in Winona, Minnesota, where he'll begin his studies this fall. A regular
attendee at the center since fifth grade, Gustavo has benefited greatly from the help and instruction he

has received at the center over the years, specifically through his participation in the Countdown to
College (C2C) program for the last four summers at St. Mary's. Of his experience with C2C, Gustavo said,

“I feel like C2C prepared me for the real world, and for the professional world. I also did earn college
credits over those four summers”. As Gustavo wraps up his high school days and looks back on his

experience as a student at John XXIII Center, he reflects, “At John XXIII Center, I have learned not to
struggle with my classes by myself, but to ask teachers for help. That is something that I struggled with
in elementary school, but I have no idea why”. The center is happy to have accompanied Gustavo on his

educational journey thus far, and we wish him the best as he continues his education in college.
 


