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Halloween festivities delight at center

The fun and excitement of Halloween always finds a way to make an appearance at John XXIII
Educational Center, which creates a wonderful sense of community as we mark the changing
seasons of the year. That was certainly true on October 27, when 24 students gathered at the

center to welcome the coming of fall and join in some Halloween festivities. A Halloween-
themed movie was shown to the students in the high school room, and, following, the students

and staff regrouped to share in a pizza supper. As a prelude to trick or treating, candy bags
were given to students as they left the center for the evening. The event was a success, and

much fun was had by all those who were in attendance. 

There are just some things that never get old, and that I can look forward to each year that I
am alive. One of them is the season of fall, which, happily, has now begun. The cool of the air,

the leaves falling from the trees, and our beloved fall holidays of Halloween and Thanksgiving.
Holidays are great, as they give us a chance to mark the passage of time and revisit cherished
rituals. But we don't need to look to the holidays to develop a sense of gratitude for the finer
things in life. Each day, the possibilities are open to us. As the weather turns chillier, and the

year nears its end, be sure to take a moment each day to express yourself in gratitude for the
warm pleasures of living.  

Yarely, a ninth grader, began attending center
this fall, and she has demonstrated a superb
commitment to her studies as she works to

complete her assignments. Yarely has made a
smooth adjustment to high school life, and she
shows great depth, maturity, and insight in the

conversations we have with her. Yarely has
been a wonderful addition to the center this

year, and we are pleased to have her among us.
Congratulations, Yarely! 

Marcos is a sixth grader this year, and he attends
center four times each week. He is a very smart,

hard-working, and responsible student. His favorite
class in school is gym. Marcos always has a polite

and friendly attitude with the other students at the
center. He loves reading books and playing chess

games. Congratulations, Marcos!  
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A ministry of St. Patrick's Parish

Register online, or find our more, at:
john23educenter.org

Center hours are: Mondays through Thursdays, 4 p.m.- 5:30 p.m., and
6:30 p.m.- 8 p.m.

Questions? Contact the center at (262) 898-7250

Center's dinner fundraiser returns

On the evening of Saturday, November 5, John XXIII Educational
Center held its first dinner fundraiser in three years, at Hickory

Hall. Staff members, donors, friends of the center, and a few
students gathered together to share in a meal and fellowship,
and to celebrate all that John XXIII Center has meant to them
and to the community of Racine. The dinner was planned and

organized by Mary Kaboski, head of the center's sustainability
committee, and the other members of the committee. Michael

Frontier, a member of the sustainability committee, led the
program as emcee, and 12th grader Gustavo Vargas, who

frequently attends the center, spoke to the crowd about the
impact that John XXIII Center has had on his life. "This place has

really changed me", Gustavo said. Shirley Heck, former Executive
Director of the center, was on-hand to present the Shirley Heck

Excellence Award to several recipients. These included the
Racine Dominican Sisters, for their support of the center through
their mission fund (accepted by Sr. Maryann McMahon, OP, above

left). Also receiving awards were Fr. Antony Primal Thomas,
former pastor of St. Patrick's Parish, for his dedicated support
for the center during his time as pastor (award received by Fr.

Juan Manuel Camacho, current pastor of the Catholic Community
of Central Racine, above right), and the S.C. Johnson Family, who

have been generous contributors to the center through the
years. 


