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Students speak up: "Why do you enjoy
coming to John XXIII Center?
"I enjoy coming to John
XXIII Center because it
feels like a second home
to me". -Abraham, high
school

"I enjoy coming to
the Center because
it allows me to
finish my
homework, and we
have fun here". Derek, high school

Center hours are: Mondays
through Thursdays, 4 p.m.-5:30
p.m., and 6:30 p.m.-8 p.m.

"I enjoy coming
to the Center to
get my
homework done,
and to meet new
people". -Fatima,
middle school

Register online at:
john23educenter.org
We are in need of tutors for
math and science! Contact the
Center at (262) 898-7250

Students of the Month- January 2021

Sarai (middle school)- Sarai is a very independent
Abraham (high school)- Abraham has been attending
Center regularly, and he shows responsibility in
worker who often brings her homework to the Center,
completing his homework. He provides a joyful
and she took advantage of our virtual tutoring when
presence in our high school room, and he even
the Center was closed. She likes to read fiction cartoon
contributed a coffee maker to help liven the mood!
books, and her favorite food is pizza. Sarai hopes to
Congratulations, Abraham!
one day visit the beaches of California.

John XXIII Center celebrates
Black History Month
February is Black History Month, and John
XXIII Educational Center's middle school
library was expanded recently to reflect a
more diverse curriculum. Among the titles
now available in our library are Harriet
Jacobs' Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl
(1861), Heart and Soul: The Story of America
and African Americans, by Kadir Nelson,
and The Underground Railroad: An
Interactive History Adventure, by Allison
Lassieur, in which readers can use their
skills to assist escaped slaves on their
journey to freedom. Thanks to Ms. Bodi for
purchasing the books!

Outreach efforts dazzle at local
middle schools!

If you thought John XXIII Educational Center's efforts
were limited to our Afterschool program, perhaps you
haven't heard of our Outreach programs! Outreach
programs, offered during the day at local schools, give
students the opportunity to learn about topics that they
don't always get to hear about, such as bullying
awareness, mindfulness, dealing with grief and loss, and
restorative justice. Here, sixth grade students at St. Rita's
School are really getting into it during Ms. Bodi's
presentation about restorative justice. The COVID-19
situation has presented additional challenges to teachers
as they strive to meet the needs of their students, and in
August, Ms. Bodi and Br. Johnathon gave a presentation
about mindfulness to the faculty of St. Rita's to help
them deal with the added stress brought on by the
pandemic.

So, how's your 2021 going so far? In my current ministerial setting, one of the privileges I
enjoy, in addition to good health, is that my daily schedule still allows me time to take an
afternoon walk around the coast of Lake Michigan. A ten-minute walk at a brisk pace gives
me the freedom to enjoy the beauties of the lakefront even during these cold months. During
these cold days of winter, I am able to find joy in the crunching of snow under my shoes. Do
we ever stop to take the time to enjoy nature? Our happiness depends in large part on our
ability to appreciate the beauty and wonder of the natural world. This month, think of ways
you can cultivate joy in your own life. -Br. Johnathon Emanuelson, J23 Center staff

