Tutors, mentors help center excel

Many people attribute their success in life to the intervention of teachers, tutors, and mentors who
assisted them along the way. John XXIII Educational Center provides a fine opportunity for adults to give
back to the community of Racine by helping today's students to learn and grow. Volunteer tutors assist
the center's staff by helping students complete their homework or study for tests, and most tutors
volunteer for one day each week. Often, they specialize in a particular academic subject. Renee Howard
(above, left), a homemaker and former high school French teacher, volunteers at the center on Tuesday
afternoons. This year is her second as a volunteer at the center, and she first heard about the center
through Sacred Heart Parish. "I enjoy seeing students find success in their classwork," Renee says. "I
like working with the students and making a positive impact on their education." Marisol Salazar
(above, right), a special education aide for third graders and a former J23 staff member, has returned
briefly to help at the center. "Working with third-grade students makes me miss being able to have indepth conversations with students on what some of their day-to-day struggles are," Marisol says. "I feel
like I have formed some new relationships in the short amount of time that I have revisited the center. I
got to know the students a little bit more."

Student of the Month- February 2022
High School-

Since early January, Brenda, a freshman, has been a
regular visitor to the center, and she usually attends
center multiple times each week. Brenda shows great
care and diligence as she works to complete her
assignments, and she works to balance a busy schedule
consisting of school, job, and extracurricular activities.
In addition, Brenda shows great maturity and a gentle
and caring personality, both of which add life to the
center. We are so proud to have Brenda with us at the
center. Congratulations, Brenda!

We have said for a long time that the month of March "comes in like a lion, and goes out like a lamb". In
the month of March, the weather can be inconsistent indeed, with some days that are cold and snowy,
and other days that might have us thinking more about spring. March has always been a special month
for me for one simple reason- it's the month of my birthday! Birthdays are a time for us each year to
reflect on the ways in which our lives have changed, as well as the things we have come to rely on- and
we need these more as we grow older. If this winter has been rough for you, know that there is a vibrant
and verdant spring ahead. Be thankful for the moments where you see new life emerging. Br. Johnathon
Emanuelson, J23 staff
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Since its beginnings in 2009, John XXIII Educational
Center has depended on the generous help of its
volunteer tutors and mentors to fulfill its mission of
serving the educational needs of students in the
Racine area. Marybeth Zuhlke (above) served as the
last principal of San Juan Diego Middle School, which
existed in the building that John XXIII Center now
calls home. Marybeth was sad when the school
closed after the 2008-09 school year, but she was
happy to hear that an after-school program was
opening in the building following the closing of the
school. Currently, Marybeth works as a substitute
teacher for Siena Catholic Schools and a facilitator
for Peace Learning Circles. Despite her busy
schedule, Marybeth still finds time to volunteer at
the center on Monday evenings. "I value education,
and I want to inspire students and work with
students of all ages," she said. Marybeth says that
volunteering at the center gives her "a sense of joy
and a passion for learning, and for sharing some of
my art and cartooning skills."

Register online, or find our more, at: Center hours are: Mondays through Thursdays, 4 p.m.- 5:30 p.m., and
6:30 p.m.- 8 p.m.
john23educenter.org
Questions? Contact the center at (262) 898-7250

