John XXIII Center welcomes Karla
Gonzalez to staff
This past summer, John XXIII Educational
Center was pleased to welcome a new addition
to our staff. Karla Gonzalez, a resident of
Racine and a member of St. Patrick's Parish,
joins the center's staff for 2022-2023 as
Outreach Coordinator. Karla received her
degree from U.W. Parkside with a double major
in psychology and criminal justice, and she
lives with her husband and their two children,
who are aged one and two. "I want to make a
difference in students' lives, so they can be
successful in life", Karla said. Welcome, Karla!

John XXIII Center staff returns for new
school year
After a busy and memorable summer, the staff
of John XXIII Educational Center is ready once
again to meet the needs of students and
families in the Racine area. Brother Michael
Kadow returns for a fourth year as Exceutive
Director, and Brother Johnathon Emanuelson
and Diana Raucina each begin their third year
working with high school and middle school
students. Lizbeth Ruvalcaba returns to the
center for a second year as High School
Coordinator, and Karla Gonzalez joins the staff
as Outreach Coordinator. John XXIII Center's
staff members are all excited for the new
academic year and looking forward to
embracing the opportunities that come our
way this year.

I always love the beginning of a new school year. It's always nice to catch up with students and
fellow staff members after we've gone our separate ways for the summer. With a new year, the
future seems endless and limitless, and this can seem both promising and intimidating at the
same time. As the year goes on, there will be people to meet, and experiences to share, that we
can't possibly imagine at this time. How different, and how much the same, will our lives be
come June? I am thankful that my summer provided me with much time to reflect on how the
past year went, but I found myself counting down the days until our new year began. Will we be
ready to find joy in the opportunities this new year might present us with? There is a certain
empowering feeling that I find when I reflect on the chance to make a new beginning. The
success of this new year will depend on the attitude we bring to it. -Br. Johnathon Emanuelson,
J23 staff member
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Countdown to College shines during summer

On Saturday, July 12, a group of seven John
XXIII Center students put their summer
routines on hold, gathered at the center, and
embarked on a unique experience to prepare
them for their life beyond high school. It
was time for Countdown to College, a college
immersion program sponsored through a
partnership with St. Mary's University in
Winona, Minnesota. Students were bused to
the St. Mary's campus for a two-week
excursion of games, classes, and bonding
time with their soon-to-be college peers.
Although the experience required a lot of
long days and hard work, students
welcomed the opportunity to find out more
about what's in store for them after high
school. They were happy to return home to
their families and summer rituals when the
experience was through.

Center hours are: Mondays through Thursdays, 4 p.m.- 5:30 p.m., and
Register online, or find our more, at:
6:30 p.m.- 8 p.m.

john23educenter.org

Questions? Contact the center at (262) 898-7250

