Christmas party brings holiday
cheer to center

A festive mood was in the air at John XXIII Educational
Center when the center held its Christmas party in
Cristo Rey Hall on December 14. Over 70 people,
consisting of students, family members, siblings, and
friends of the center, were in attendance to welcome
the coming of the Christmas holiday season. Activities
included ornament making, a Christmas trivia game,
sugar cookie decorating, singing Christmas songs, and,
of course, a visit from Santa! Guests shared in
fellowship and holiday cheer as they enjoyed a supper
of tacos, tostadas, and refried beans. After two more
days of regular center sessions, the center concluded a
busy fall semester to begin a restful and well-deserved
holiday break. The center wishes a Happy New Year to
all!

Students of the month- December 2021

Middle School-

High School-

Gabe, an eighth grader, has been coming to the
Edgar, a freshman, has been consistent in his
center for three years. He likes making memories attendance at the center as he works to complete his
by doing activities with people, and in his spare assignments and stay ahead in high school. He brings a
time he enjoys drawing and practicing with his positive attitude, warm energy, and great enthusiasm
Prince tribute band, “No Love Revolution”. His wish to the center. Edgar also competes on his school's
wrestling team, and we are happy to see Edgar at the
for the world is that ”We stick together and be
center when he comes. Congratulations, Edgar!
patient, and things will come out better over time.”
Can you really believe that the holidays are over? I'm finding it hard to believe it myself. Without a
doubt, Christmas and New Year's are my favorite time of the year, and it is easy for me to wonder how
quickly another holiday season has escaped us. Hopefully, we had the opportunity to create wonderful
memories that will last a lifetime- I certainly did, with family and community gift-giving, Christmas
movie classics, and meals shared together. But isn't it a bit sad that so many of us find ourselves with a
bit of "post-holiday blues" when January arrives? All of the celebrations and festivities are over, and
now it's "back to reality", with work or school, and quickly-discarded New Year's resolutions. How might
we work on making the joy and magic of Christmas last the whole year through, and in making this new
year one that we'll never forget?

January 2022

A ministry of St. Patrick's Parish

Holiday donations help local families

The Christmas season is a time for giving, and, in the spirit of the season, the center provided gifts for
families in attendance at its Christmas party, held on December 14. Eighteen J23 families were given gift
card bags provided by members of four Catholic parishes "West of the I", including St. Robert Bellarmine
of Union Grove, St. Mary, of Dover, and St. John the Baptist and St. Francis Xavier of the Paris area. The
Knights of Columbus of Union Grove donated coats, hats, scarves, and mittens to help keep families
warm during the winter months. Additionally, books were available to give students something to read
over holiday break. Furthermore, in continuing with an annual center tradition, gift boxes were
distributed to 42 families, and these were donated by an anonymous friend from Wheeling, IL. Grocery
gift cards, donated by parishioners of St. Patrick Parish, were also given to families in December and
January. The center is most grateful for those who helped make the holidays shine more brightly for our
families, and we hope these items will continue to be used in the new year of 2022!
Center hours are: Mondays through Thursdays, 4 p.m.- 5:30 p.m., and
6:30 p.m.- 8 p.m.
Register online, or find our more, at:

john23educenter.org

Questions? Contact the center at (262) 898-7250

